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(54) IMAGE-FORMING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an image-forming device 
that can efficiently retrieve image data stored in a memory or that 
can efficiently generate the image of a succeeding original. 
SOLUTION: The image-forming device is provided with a control 
means that has a reduced print function, where image data are 
stored to a memory on the basis of an index number added to the 
data, the image on the basis of the stored image data is formed by 
forming a plurality of designated image data, together with the index 
numbers on one sheet with reduction and has a designated print 
function to form image data with the designated index number on a 
sheet or that can shift to a reservation mode, where an image 
forming condition of a succeeding original can be entered during the 
image forming of the preceding original. 
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Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 2001-285599 
SPECIFICATION <EXCERPT> 

[0018] FIG. 3 is an explanatory diagram of a hierarchical structure of a 
memory. Image data is stored in a memory 80 in the hierarchical 
structure based on index numbers in a designated definition directory. 
The definition directory which is at the top of the hierarchical structure 
shows a storage destination of the image data predetermined by an 
image forming apparatus or a user. Increased retrieval efficiency of 
image data is obtained when storing the image data in the memory 80, 
for example, according to the following classifications: a data-based 
classification in which an operator designates beforehand a definition 
directory 1 for image data of a report and a definition directory 2 for 
image data of an experiment; and an operator-based classification in 
which plural operators designates definition directories individually. 
The image data for which the definition directory is designated is 
further assigned an index number that consists of a higher rank and a 
lower rank, that is 1-1 for example, for every sheet that forms an image, 
and then stored in the memory 80 in a hierarchical structure based on 
the assigned index number. The higher rank of the index number 
shows a storing order. The storing order is obtained by assuming one 
unit as plural image data formed on sheets continuously until a control 
unit 100 judges an absence of a manuscript with a detection using a 
manuscript sensor 40 on a manuscript placing part 37. On the next 
manuscript, that is, image data of a manuscript to be stored after the 
control unit 100 judges the absence of a manuscript, the next number 
is assigned as the higher rank of the index number, and then stored in 
the memory. The lower rank of the index number shows an order of 
the formed sheets within a unit of plural image data, that is, a page 
number. 
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